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F
ebruary has long been known as the month for romance, with February 14th

designated as Valentine’s Day; a day set apart from all others for the display of

emotion, devotion, passion and sincerity. Not only is February 14th a day for sweet-

hearts but it is a day filled with sentiment and feeling for anyone sharing a special bond.

In ancient times, the heart was thought only to be the core of being. Today, the heart is

thought of exclusively with the emotion of love.

On February 14th husbands, wives, lovers, sisters,

brothers and friends around the world will be cel-

ebrating someone special in their life. Millions

of people will send messages of endearment

and give gifts from the heart representing

their adoration, fidelity, passion and pledge of

undying love.

This year, let us help you select a unique gift to

display affection for your valentine. Perhaps the

lady in your life would enjoy a heart shaped

design, the primary symbol of Valentine’s Day. Or,

try a bold display of karat gold or silver adorned

with colorful gemstones to represent the burning

flame of passion. As always, you can’t go wrong

with designs sparkling with fine diamonds set

in a Journey theme offering a pledge of fideli-

ty and everlasting love.

Gentlemen of all ages are sure to be

pleased with signet rings, ID bracelets, and

fine watches.

Whether it be a walk in the park, candle-

light dinner or gift of fine jewelry be sure to

include a hug for good measure!

Spotlight on Romance

Gift Ideas for Your Very
Special Valentine

F
or centuries, brightly colored

eggs have been given as gifts

to symbolize the new life that

occurs in nature each spring. But

between 1885 and 1917 a new tra-

dition began when goldsmith Carl

Fabergé created magnifi-

cent gem-encrusted

eggs for the Empress

of Russia which are

valued at millions of

dollars today.

Fabergé also made

miniature eggs, some no

larger than jelly beans, and

these miniature eggs

became very popular

gifts. That miniature tradi-

tion continues today with a

series of hand-made sterling

silver Fabergé-style eggs which are

available at surprisingly modest

cost.

Each egg is a work of art, hand

made by Russian craftsmen in the

tradition of Carl Fabergé. Eggs

have filigree patterns decorat-

ed with 24K gold gilt and vivid

multicolor baked enamels.

Many are accented with colored

gems such as garnet, onyx,

lapis, turquoise, amber,

and rose quartz. Also,

some colorful eggs

actually open to

reveal tiny sculp-

tures inside such as

angels, rabbits, lady-

bugs, and many other

objects.

These fabulous eggs

can be worn as pen-

dants, lockets, ear-

rings, or on necklaces

and bracelets all year

round. And there are

dozens of beautiful designs from

which to choose.

Spring Forecast

Fabergé-Style Eggs –
A Colorful Seasonal Delight

As members of IJO we are part of the largest Buying Group in
the world, almost 900 jewelers strong, bringing you exclusive
styles and the best values in the industry. As professional jew-

elers, we have a responsibility to our customers and our community…to maintain the
highest standards and preserve your fine jewelry investment. ©2008 IJO, Inc., Norwalk, CT

Stop In With
Your Questions

What Are Hearts And Arrows?
These light-reflection patterns can

be seen in a perfectly cut round dia-

mond when viewed through a spe-

cial magnifying glass. Hearts appear

when the diamond is viewed

through the pavilion or bottom.

Arrows are shown when viewed

through the table or top.

What Is Aqua Regia?
Aqua Regia is Latin for“royal water.”

It is the only liquid that has the

power to dissolve gold, which is

one of the noble metals. It is a heat-

ed mixture of 25% nitric acid and

75% hydrochloric acid.

What Is Engine Turning?
This special kind of mechanical pat-

terning produces delicate waves or

sunray effects. Also called “guil-

loché,” these designs are often

shown beneath the surface of

transparent colored enamels and

were used extensively in beautiful

jewelry by Fabergé.
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